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The Astonishing Servant of Jehovah

David R. Ferguson

n the final portion of the Book of Isaiah, a dramatic shift occurs. No longer is it the book about condemna-

tion for Judah’s and Israel’s rebellion, chapters 40 through 66 of Isaiah are all about grace and salvation,

and grace and salvation. Now, who’s going to bring this grace and salvation to the world? Who’s going to

be the one to provide this deliverance? The answer is the Servant of the Lord, the Servant of the Lord. I say
it twice because that’s how Isaiah says it. That’s how Jesus is designated here. The Hebrew word used is ebed,
and it means slave or servant. It’s used many hundreds of times in the Old Testament. So what we have here from
Isaiah is a prophetic Messianic reference to Jesus as the Slave of Jehovah, the Servant of Jehovah. He’s the One
Who will bring salvation. He’s the One Who will bring us comfort. He’s the One Who will bring us the for-
giveness of sins. He’s the One Who becomes the theme of this final section of the Book of Isaiah.

Now let’s go to chapter 53 for a moment, with just that kind of broad picture. And you will find in verses 13
of 52, “Behold My Servant, Behold My Servant,” My ebed, My Slave. This is the same designation that has been
indicated much earlier in this section of the Book of Isaiah. This is the fourth of specific prophecies regarding this
Servant to come. Chapter 42 is one, chapter 49 is another, and chapter 50 verses 4 to 11 is the third. This here is
the fourth of what we would call Isaiah’s Servant songs, or Servant prophecies.

Now in this presentation of the Servant before us, the Prophet calls on us to look at this Servant and be aston-
ished. This is the most complete, most powerful, and most important revelation of the Messiah in the entire Old
Testament, right here in front of us in Isaiah.

In Isaiah 53, we read of the Suffering Servant to come. “All of us like sheep have gone astray; each of us has
turned to his own way. But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him. He was oppressed and He
was afflicted, yet He didn’t open His mouth. Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent be-
fore its shearers, so He did not open His mouth. By oppression and judgment He was taken away, and as for His
generation, who consider that He was cut off out of the land of the living for the transgression of My people to
whom the stroke was due. His grave was assigned with wicked men, yet He was with a rich man in His death be-
cause He had done no violence, nor was there any deceit in His mouth. But the Lord was pleased to crush Him,
putting Him to grief.”

May God bless you in the knowledge that His Servant died for you! May this knowledge grant you further
peace in knowing that Jesus is the way of life to life eternally in Heaven!

- David R. Ferguson preaches for the Mentor Church of Christ in Mentor, OH
- Article obtained from bulletingold.com

For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth. 1 Thessalonians 1:8
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Is ANYTHING Too HARD?

1. Abraham and Sarah- Genesis 18:9-15, 17:15-19, 12:4, 21:5, 16:1-16,
2 Corinthians 12:7-10

II. Jeremiah and Judah- Jeremiah 32:27, 1-5, 6-15, 16-25, 26-35, 36-
44, Revelation 2:8-11

III. The Disciples- Matthew 19:26, 16-22, 23-25, Philippians 1:6, 1
Thessalonians 5:23-24

Genesis 18:11-14
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Why Worship?

Worship Service

Announcements
Song: 888 Thank You, Lord
Song: Prayer

Song: 784 Why Did My Savior Come
to Earth? (Vs. 1, 2)

Lord’s Supper and Contribution

Song: 841 Sing and Be Happy (Vs. 1,
3)

Song: 321 If Jesus Goes with Me (Vs.
1,3)

Scripture Reading: Genesis 18:11-14
Sermon

Song: 53 At Calvary (Vs. 1, 2, 4)
Song: 523 Our God, He Is Alive

Prayer
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Genesis 18:11-14 (NKJV)

Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well
advanced in age; and Sarah had
passed the age of childbearing.

Therefore Sarah laughed within herself,
saying, "After | have grown old, shall |
have pleasure, my lord being old al-
so?"

And the LORD said to Abraham, "Why
did Sarah laugh, saying, 'Shall | surely
bear a child, since | am old?'

Is anything too hard for the LORD? At
the appointed time | will return to you,
according to the time of life, and Sa-
rah shall have a son."

But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. John 4:23




